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Federal Communications Commission § 80.98

§ 80.95 Message charges.
(a) Charges must not be made for

service of:
(1) Any public coast station unless

tariffs for the service are on file with
the Commission;

(2) Any station other than a public
coast station or an Alaska—public
fixed station, except cooperatively
shared stations covered by § 80.503;

(3) Distress calls and related traffic;
and

(4) Navigation hazard warnings pre-
ceded by the SAFETY signal.

(b) The licensee of each ship station
is responsible for the payment of all
charges accruing to any other sta-
tion(s) or facilities for the handling or
forwarding of messages or communica-
tions transmitted by that station.

(c) In order to be included in the ITU
List of Coast Stations public coast sta-
tions must recognize international Ac-
counting Authority Identification
Codes (AAIC) for purposes of billing
and accounts settlement in accordance
with Article 66 of the Radio Regula-
tions. Stations which elect not to rec-
ognize international AAIC’s will be re-
moved from the ITU List of Coast Sta-
tions.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987]

§ 80.96 Maintenance tests.
Stations are authorized to engage in

test transmissions necessary for main-
tenance of the station. Test trans-
missions must conform to appropriate
test operating procedures.

§ 80.97 Radiotelegraph operating pro-
cedures.

This section applies to ships and
coast stations authorized to transmit
in the band 405–525 kHz.

(a) Except for the transmission of
distress or urgency signals, all trans-
missions must cease within the band
485–515 kHz during each 500 kHz silence
period.

(b) Stations transmitting telegraphy
must use the service abbreviations
(‘‘Q’’ code) listed in Appendix 14 to the
Radio Regulations.

(c) The call consists of:
(1) The call sign of the station called,

not more than twice; the word ‘‘DE’’

and the call sign of the calling station,
not more than twice; if useful, the fre-
quency on which the called station
should reply; and the letter ‘‘K’’.

(2) If the call is transmitted twice at
an interval of not less than one
minute, it must not be repeated until
after an interval of three minutes.

(d) The reply to calls consists of: The
call sign of the calling station, not
more than twice; the word ‘‘DE’’; and
the call sign of the station called, once
only.

§ 80.98 Radiotelegraph testing proce-
dures.

(a) Stations authorized to use teleg-
raphy may conduct tests on any as-
signed frequency. Emissions must not
cause harmful interference. When radi-
ation is necessary the radiotelegraph
testing procedure described in this
paragraph must be followed:

(1) The operator must not interfere
with transmissions in progress.

(2) The operator must transmit ‘‘IE’’
(two dots, space, one dot) on the test
frequency as a warning that test emis-
sions are about to be made. When the
frequency of the test emission is within
the frequency band 405–525 kHz, a
watch must be maintained on 500 kHz
throughout the test period.

(3) If any station transmits ‘‘AS’’
(wait), testing must be suspended.
When transmission of ‘‘IE’’ is resumed
and no response is heard, the test may
proceed.

(4) Test signals composed of a series
of ‘‘VVV’’ having a duration of not
more than ten seconds, followed by the
call sign of the testing station will be
transmitted. The call sign must be sent
clearly at a speed of approximately 10
words per minute. This test trans-
mission must not be repeated until a
period of at least one minute has
elapsed. On 500 kHz in a region of
heavy traffic, at least five minutes
must elapse before the test trans-
mission is repeated.

(b) When testing is conducted on 500
kHz, no tests will be conducted during
the 500 kHz silence periods. Care must
be exercised not to so prolong and
space the dash portion of the ‘‘VVV’’
series as to form the alarm signal.

(c) When testing is conducted on any
frequency in the band 8362–8366 kHz,
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